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Tothe Reader. 


Am very ſorry if the late Diſconrſe which 
I have publiſhed concerning the Laws of 
Nature, and the Reaſons of their Oblt« 
gation have given offence to any good or lear- 
ned Man ; but that Sorrow i not a Sorrow of 
Repentance, but of real troable and concern 
for them that ſuffer themſelves to be ſo far 
carried away by prejudice and preconceived 
Opinion, that they will not give Entertain- 
ment to thoſe Principles that are the Eternal 
Pillars upon which Nature ſtands, and the 
only true grounds of Duty and Obligation, to 
which all particular Inſtances being brought 
for tryal, it will be impoſſible, that either 
Popery, Enthufiaſm, or Atheiſm ſhould ob- 
tain, but where thoſe Principles are not le- 
lieved, and he that ſubſtitutes any other crabe 
bed, Scholaſtick, and unintelligible words , 
inſtead of things and notions, in their place, 
does but give a manifeſt Advantage to all 
three, let him pretend to never ſo great 
Learning, Piety, or Zeal. 
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Tet notwithſtanding the clearneſs and ir- 
refragable Demonſtration of what I have 
written, that may grove the World all poſſh- 
He ſatisfattion, I ſhall ſend another Diſ- 
courſe upon the ſame Subject, to the Preſs, 
by which, the ſame thing will be Hill more ful- 
ly, though I cannot ſay more evidently, made 
out, that Intereſt underſtood in that Lati- 
tude in which I have explained it, u the only 
true Principle, and the only intelligible 
E of Obligation, and that all men may 

ſatisfied, that I am no Changing, and that 
theſe are not thoughts taken up of a ſudden, 
or as may be ſuſpetted by ſome, defigned only 
to ſerve a preſent turn, I muſt let them know, 
that the much greater part of this ſame ſe- 
cond Diſcourſe, for ſo it is in the Order of 
Publication, was written full two years a- 
go, and as much as fince Auguſt laſt, and it 
was then written with the ſame Defign to 
prove the unlawfulntſs of the Marriage of 
Couſin Germans, as wil appear by the Di, 
courſe it ſelf, and as is well known toſome of 
my Friends both in the Colledge, and out of 
i. 


Neither indeed is this notion ſo new, at 
ſome may think it, it is as old as David's 
time; and he that was a Prophet, as well as 
a King, a man after Gods own heart, as 
is called in Scripture, and a man that 
gr eat 
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great variety of Fortune and Events, could 
not chuſe but have a deep inſight into humane 
affairs, he lays down this as a never-failing 
Rule, fal. 49. 18. Men will praiſe thee 
when thou dot well to thy ſelf; which / 
think is only to ſay in other words a I do, 
that Self-Intereſt in its true latitude, and moſt 
Philoſophical ſenſe, is the root of Obligation. 
And we may add to what the Plalmiſt hath 
ſaid, that men will not only praiſe him, but 
be ſhall have praiſe of God, as well as men, 
and that God will not only praiſe, but ſave 
him into the bargain ; for Salvation is not 
annexed to intellectual Syſtems, and vain 
Imaginations of Platonick Haughtineſs, and 
Metaphyſical Pride, but to a judicious ayd 
prudent Converſation ; for ſo the ſame Prince 
of Prophets and of Poets tells us in the ve 
wext Plalm, where it is God himſelf . 
by a Vertical nm very frequently to 
be met with in that admirable Book, Pal. 50. 
23. Whoſo offereth me praiſe, gloriſieth 
me. and to him that ordereth his Converſa- 
tion aright, will I ſhew the Salvation of 
God. 

And now having done ſo great a Service 
to Loyalty and Religion, to this Age, and to 
all that are bereafter to come, by ſetling the 
Principles of Human Life, and Pratlice upon 
their true Foundation, for the perpetual Ex- 
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t of Trath and Ju- 


couragement and Su 


ftice, and to the indelible Reproach and ſhame 


of Schiſm, and Herefie, and Hyprerifie, and 
Lewdneſs, and every evil Work ; abervice 
which Envy cannot AA, nor Time t I 
couldbe glad to dye with all my heart, auate go 
the next way out of a troubleſome and vexati- 
ons Warldzand I would ſing as I was going with 
Reverence be it ſpoken, though in another Senſe 
then that in which old Simeon waderfloed 
it; I ſay, I would fing as I was mounting 
ro the milky way, where the Spirits of 
Jul men bave their Eternal Reſt : Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
Peace, according to thy word, for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation which thou 
haſt pre before the face of all People, 
to be a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
to be the Glory ot thy People Harl. 

And as Peter Ramus, who by Popiſh 
Cruelty, had an unfortunate end, did 
in his Life time wiſh, that it might be writ- 
ten upon bis Tomb, That there lay the Aut bor 
7 that Excellent Logick, that goes under 

is Name; ſo when I dye, I make it my Re- 
queſt, if I be not in a Condition to be at the 
the Charge of a Monument for my ſelf, that 
by the Kindneſs of ſome Friend or other, 
theſe following Lines may be graven upon the 
Tomb of an unfortunate man. 


Hic 
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Hic jacet Humani Divinique juris, 

Incerpres, Vindex, Aſſertor, Propugnator, 

Vis nomen hominis? nomen illi quondam 
Joanni Turvere fuit, 

Nunc — —— — & cinis, 

Et quicquid eſt uſpiam reerementitiæ rei. 

Valebis & — molliter calcabis, 

Et human miſertus, hoc eſt, tuæ ſortis, 

Arentem temperabis lachrymi4 tavillam. 


But enough of this Melancholy, this dying 
talk, But you will ſay, parturiunt Montes, 
naſcitur Mus. Tow told us of a Book, and now 
you think to put ts off with a Letter; but, 
pray good Reader, have alittle Patience, and 
you ſhall have the Book too; but why a_ Ler- 
ter hen will ſay: to which I anſwer, and 
plead, the benefit of the Clergy, whoſe cuſtom 
it hath deen for theſe twenty years laſt paſt, 
when ever they are big with notion, to dif- 
burden and deliver themſelves of the Theo- 
logical Minerva in a Letter to a Friend; 
befides, that being ſo ſmall athing, it would 
vor have lool decently in any other ſhape, 
than that of an Epiſtle ; I defigned only 
bs this ſhort Eſſay, to pp! with all the clear- 
wſs and brevity I con 4 my Notion of the 
Laws of Nature to the particular Caſe of 
Couſin Germans, and 7 hope ] have done it 
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fo as to ſatiiſe all ſcruples, and to leave no 
ground for any the leaſt inconveniency by == 
wenting ſuch Marriages for the future, which 
does not at a affett or prejudice what is 
paſt already ; nay, I have ftated the whole 
caſe with ſo a: , clearneſs, and by ſo uniform 
a Principle running, through all the particu- 
lar inſlances that concern it, that I defire no 
Favour or allowance from any, eniy let him 
avk himſelf the (Queſtion as he reads along, 
whether the Marriage of Couſin Germans 
in ordinary caſes, and that is in all caſes, but 
where there is A publick Intereſt that it ſhould 
be allowed, be not againſt the Intereſt of Man- 
kind Let him likewiſe demand of himſelf, 
whether it be not bighly reaſonable, nay, ne- 
cefſary to the publick Peace, that all ſach 
Marriages already conſummate by the Copula 
Carnalis, ſhould be good and valid, nay, 
and looked upon with as favourable and kind 
an aſpett as any other Marriages whatſoever. 
Laſtly, let him ſeriouſly examine what his 
own Thoughts would anſwer, if the queſtion 
were propoſed, whether it were not highly ſor 
the Intereſt of the Publick, that a Prince in | 
erther of the twg, Caſes } have mentioned, 
Poul be allowed to Marry a Couſin German? 
J ſay, let every man ask himſelf theſe Que- 
ions, and I doubt not, but the Anſwer be 
will grove bimſelf, will le very propitious 
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aud favourable to me ; and he will acknow- 
ledge of his own accord, that I have not ftrain- 
ed my — further than it will go , 
be will ſee plainly, that it will go ſo far, 
whether I will or no ; and that neither he, 
wor I can drive it any farther. 

Hill urge me further, to whom i thu 
wonderful buſmeſs of a Letter? Though I am 
wot obliged to anſwer all the Queſtions that 
all the World ſball ant me, yet, Reader, le- 
cauſe I have heard a good Character of you 
for a civil Perſon, — ou are ſaid to go in 
the Countrey where you Bee, for a very Can- 
did, Chriſtian, Courteous and Gentle Thing; 
therefore I will tell you under the Seal of Con- 
feſton, that it was for your ſelf the Letter 
was intended, but did not know your Name ; 
and they ſay, as honeſt as you are, you have 
a great many; therefore [ was forced to Print 
my Letter, that it might be ſure tocome to 
your hands. 

But this is not the Diſh it ſelf which I 
intend you, it i at beſt no more than a Sop 
in the Pan, which bath the reliſh and ſavour 
of the Meat, and by which you may give no 
very uncertain gueſs, what ſort of Enter- 
tainment you are hereafter to expect, for 1 
have already lying by me a great many Sheets 
of Paper to which I ſhall add a great deal 
| more, chiefly upon the Subjett of the Levitical 
De- 
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Degrees, which cannot be publiſhed ſoon e- 
nough to ſatisfie the Impatience of the publick 
Expettation ; and when it does come ont, yet 
by reaſon of much Antiquity, and many labs- 
rious, though very clear Conſequences that 
will be in it, it will not be fitted to the Ca- 
pacity of ordinary Readers, and therefore I 
choſe rather to 2 in ſhort, as much as was 
Sufficient to make out the point, ( for one De- 
mon/tration u as good as a Thouſand) and to do 
it with that plainneſs both of Expreſion and 
Thought, that every man might be bis own 
Judge in a Caſe wherein almoſt every man 
may poſſibly be concerned. 

Beſides that great alterations can no more 
be made of a ſudden in the Minds of Men ; 
than they can in the Cuſtoms or Manners of a 
Nation ; and if it were ſo bard a matter to 
perſwade the Iriſh not to draw the Plough by 
the tails of their Horſes, much more will it be 
difficult to conquer the received Opinion of 
the Lawfulneſs of the Marriage of Couſin 
Germans, wherein ſo powerful an Intereſt us 
engaged, and which being once unſetled and 
overthrown, puts a new Bar to the Concupiſe 
cence of men, which of all otber Paſſions is 
the hardeſt to be reſtrained. 

Therefore I intend to contrive the matter, 
ſo that the World may ſwallow it by degrees, 
and that it may make its 5 by as 
gentle 
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gentle Motions as thoſe by which the Prayers 
of the Devout are ſometimes found to leave 
the Marks of their Knees upon the Stone or 
Marble, a ſort of Impreſſion, which, though 
it be made but ſlowly, yet it laſts for ever; 
and when it is once made, it improves and 
grows deeper every day than other, melted 
and entreated into ſoftneſs by Devotion, but 
never devays, and mach leſs fills up any more. 
However, though my chief Degas in this 
' | Paper with which I now preſent you, was to 
| | remove the Prejudices that tye againſt my un- 
| | dertating, and to apply the general Notion 
of the Laws of Nature to this Particalar 
ce; yet becauſe it will be expected, to ſhew 
that ſuch Marriages come within the Statute, 
that I ſhould demonſtrate their unlawfulneſs 
— Levitical Meaſures ; therefore this I 

e taken care very briefly to do, by conſr- 
dering the Caſe of the Dauzhters of Zelo- 
„to which, though in my other Pa- 
„ I have ſpoken very largely, yet I have 
id enough in theſe to prove by unanſwerable 
ce of Scripture and of Reaſon , that all 
h Marriages were Levitically anlawfu/; 
this, if it may be allowed to paſs the 
ikes of prejudice and private Intereſt that 
be ſureto oppoſe it, it will give me en- 
ragement very ſpeedily to publiſh what 
ans, but at preſent my Erg gement, are 
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fo deep, and of ſo many Kinds, there being 
another Piece now in the Preſi, which u ve 
importunate with me to let it go pt wherr 
that I maſt be forced for — or there 
abouts to give my Atten — it, and 
I ſuppoſe in that time it will be as perfect 
as any thing can be expetted from ſo imperfet 
an hand; and I do the rather divert my 
ſelf to that, becanſe it is upon an Argument 
very nighly related to this, the thorough 
underſtanding of which, will afford great 
ftrength, as well as light andclearneſs to it. 
ball conclude with a repeated Profeſſion 
of my atling in this whole affair , upon a 
Principle of Conſcience, which, whatever per- 
ſonal failings I may have been guilty 4 , 
bath always been the meaſure of my Beha- 
viour with reſpett to others, to the truth 
which as my whole 2 which affords many 
reat Examples,in a ſmall For tune, of no ſo 
Jae „ Integrity and Flonour, is one c 
tinual Witneſs, ſo the refietting upon the c 
fancy and fteadineſs of my Temper in t 
midſt of dangers on the one fide, and Tempt 
tions on the other, hath frequently 7 
me no ſmall matter of Comfort, and gi 
me mighty ——_— from the Sati 
fattion which it ſelf affords, to perſevere 
the end in a conſtant Adberence to Loyalty 
Tuſtice and Truth, let my Condition in t 
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outward view of thoſe Hat judge by appeas 
rances, be never ſo calamitous or unfortu- 
nate. 

Fer I always confidered, that the ſeat of 
Happineſs or Miſery u in the mind, and there- 
fore if that be well, all is right, let things 
appear how they will; and as [have honeſtly 
endeavoured many a time, when I have woun- 
ded my Conſcience by tranſgrefſng the Rules 
of Virtue or good manners to lick my ſelf 
whole by Repentance , and atm my ſelf with 
greater Vigilance and Reſolution for the Fu- 


ture, fo I ſhall ſeriouſly and earneſtly per- 


Jwade you, my Reader, of whom , though J 


tel you have heard a good Character, yet 
good News proves of tener to be falſe than trac, 
that 7 you are a bad man, you would reflett 
confiderately aud coolly with your ſelf upon 
the Folly and Unreaſonableneſs of jim, and 
ſet upon a ſpeedy and effetinal Reformation; 
but if you are that good man I take you to be, 
contiune as you are, you will find the Com- 
fort of it in all your concerns ; God will bleſs, 
and men will praiſe you, your Affairs will be 
proſperous , and your Bones fat, and your 
Heart merry, you will not be afraid 2 the 
Terrours by night, ner of the Arrows that fly 
abroad by day; you will have a perpetual 
Calm of Joy and Peace attending upon your 
Ferſon, aud a Security which no Fears can 


ſhake, 
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ſhake, will entrench and entamy it ſelf round 
about your Habitation; it will be the lei 
Comforter in your Sickneſs, the beſt Prepa- 
— for —— and the lei Advocate at 
; therefore in the Name 

te of Temes r the ſake of aur ſelves let ws lay 
7 al Perle and all Political Vices, and 
t us heartily repent us of our fins, and be in 
perfett Charity with one another. 


Farewel. 
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A Letter of Reſolution to 
a Friend concerning the 
Marriage of Couſin Ger- 


Mans; 


SIR, | 

Have received ſo many Teſtimonies of 

Kindneſs from you, that I cannot bes 

heve otherwiſe, but the Advice you 
give me, not to trouble the World 
with the Diſcourſe I have promifed of the 
Marriage of Conſin Germans, with which 
you are pleaſed to fay, I have threatned 
the Nation, and am like ro make a Diſtur- 
bance in it, proceeds from the ſame cauſe 
likewiſe, your continued Goodneſs aud At- 
lection to me; but I aſſure you, Iam fo far 
from having any turbulent or unquiet Pro- 
xs in my Head, that a natural Inclination 
to all the greateſt Inſtances of Peace and 
Friendſhip, is a thing fo eſſential ro my 
Conſtitutton, that I cannot take fo much 


as a juſt and neceſſary Revenge without a 
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great deal of real Trouble and Aflition to 
my ſelf, much lefs would I give any the leaſt 
Occaſion of Diſpleaſure to thoſe from 
whom I never. reccived the leaſt Diſobliga- 
tion ; and you cannot but imagine, that I 
am a Couſin German tny ſelf to ſome or 
other, and therefore have no reaſon to be 
angry with the Name, unleſs I have a mind 
to write Books againſt my ſelt, as Mr. Bax- 
ter does ; but yet aſter all, I ſee no Reaſon 
to deſiſt from my undertaking, and that it 
may not be thought that what I do, is the 
eflc& only of an obſtinate and wayward hu- 
mour without Reaſon ; theretore I hold my 
ſelf obliged to give you all the Satisfaction 
which the narrow bounds of a Letter will, 
allow. , 
I am very ſenſible what a mighty torrent 
of — l am to frm, alihee not , 
only from the Diſpleaſure of thoſe, whof | 
are themſelves engaged in Marriages of this} h 
Nature, — from ſuch as havef aj 
been fo, but alſo from this, that all the 
Learned men that have written, do gene 
ly determine contrary to me, inſomuch 
that even the Latheran Churches them 
ſelves, which to avoid ſcandal, do nc 
allow the Practice of it, yet it is the receiver 
Opinion of all their Divines, that all fuck yy, 
Marriages are lawſul ; but, Sir, it a maq jg, 
mul 
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muſt never ſtand up in the defence of Truth, 
when there is an Intereſt engaged againſt it; 
and if this had always been the Practice of 
the World, then no vulgar Error could ever 
have been corrected, nor any faſhionable or 
cuſtomary Vice reproved. If this were a 
Rule univerſally to be obferved, then our 
| } Saviour ſhould not have come into the 
World, whoſe whole liſe atter he entred u 
nj onthe Adminiſtration of his Prophetical 
th Office, which he did about four Years be- 
e | fore his Crucifixion, was a perpetual Com- 
bat with the Prejudices, and the Paſſions , 
Yi and the falſe Notions of men. And, Sir, 
ny the Vindication of that Truth which I pre- 
n tend ro maintain, being, as I think, of 
ſo maniteſt and undeniable Conſequence to 
ty the Peace of the World, which was the 
not} great Deſign ot our Saviours appearance 
hof upon Earth, and of all the Doctrines which 
his} he delivered, there is ſome Analogy, with 
ave} all humble Reverence and Duty, be it ſpo- 
eng ken, betwixt the Caſe of my great Lord 
and Maſter (the Author and Finiſher ot 
ch 4 our common Faith ) an mine; for I am 
ſent on his Errant by the Appointment ot 
the Church, which hath thouglit fit to im- 
wed preſs the Prieſtly CharaRer upon me, as he 
q was on the Fathers; and the lame Meſſage 
is common to us both, to exhort people ro 
B 2 tove 
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love and be helpful to one another, and to 
perſwade to the conſtant Practice of thoſe 
Duties, which make both for Temporal and 
Eternal Peace. 

If Prejudices, which will always be ſtrong 
againſt every Undertaking that is but new 
and bold, were a ſufficient Argument why 
men ſhould not attempt them, then the Re- 
formation ſhould never have been begun,the 
Copernican I Iypot heſts, andthe Cartefian Philo- 
ſophy ſhould never have been communicated 
tothe Worlds he Antipodes to this day would 
have remained as great an Hereſie, as it was 
in thoſe times of Ignorance and Darkneſs, 
when a Biſhop was removed from his Office 
andDignity for aſſerting it;ztheCirculation of 
the Blood would have been as great a Secret 
now, as it was before Solomon time, whom 
one Learned Author more Ingenious than 
Wiſe, would have to have been the Inven- 
tor of it; or as it hath been ever ſince till 
our late Famous Doctor Harvey diſcovered 
it; it this Principle were always to be fol- 


lowed, Columbus had leſt a new World un- 


deſcryed; nay, it this Principle were the 
general meaſure of Action, that a man 
muſt never ſpeak, but in the common Road, 
and as the Prejudices or the preſent Intereſts 
of particular perſons would have him, then 
no man ſhould dare to oppole a Faction, 
though 
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though in defence of his King, his Coun- 
trey, or the Church; and till the more dan- 
gerous that Faction is, the more preſſing is 
this Argument which is drawn trom the 
Prejudices or the Paſſions of men upon us, 
to let them alone. But, Sir, we are not to 
be pleaſers of men, but of God; and we 
are to tread in the ſteps ot the Captain of 
our Salvation, who through mucl Tribu- 
lation, and through Death it felt, rhe moſt 
painful and ignominious Death that Human 
Nature was capable of enduring, led us the 
way to Hcaven; and who hath commanded 
us to do our Duty with Cheartulnets and 
Courage, without either Fear or Favour, 


whatever the Event and C onſequence of it 


be ; The D ple, laid he, is not above his Mu 


Maſter, nor the Servant atove his Lord: It 4, 
It enough for he Diſt ple that he be as his 
Maſter, and the Servant as bis Lord : Fear 
them not therefore:but what I rel! you in Dar 
weſs, that ſpeak ye in Light: aud what ye 
bear in the Ear, that preach ye upon the 
HHouſe-tops. And it tius were our Saviours 
Injunction to his Diſciples, Twelve Poor 
and Inconſiderable men of no Intereſt or 
Reputation in the World, and againſt whom 
the Intereſt of the whole World was en- 
paged, if they notwithſtanding all the Di- 
couragements , and all the Dangers tl:cy 
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met with, did yet, for all that, perſiſt in 
the deſence of that Cauſe which they had 
undertaken ; and did not only fight the good 
Fight of Faith, but after having received 
many heavy Stroaks and grievous Wounds, 
died manſully upon the Spot, and in the 
Field, as became true Soldiers ot that hea- 
venly Warfare; how much more arc we 
obliged, when we have not ſuch Difficulties, 
or ſuch Dangers to encounter with, to imi- 
tate ſo brave, and fo bleſſed an Example? 
And what a ſhame would it be, when they 
have ſhewn us the way through ſo many 


Tribulations into the Jovs and Glorics of 


the other World, if we ſhould be afraid, 
when it is for the Publick Good, and for 
the Peace of Mankind, that Canſrn Gormans 
ſhould not Marry, to oppoſe fo ſmall an In- 
tereſt as will be found upon Examination 
to be engaged lor it? 

But yer after all, it is very ſtrange, that 
there ſhould be any Prejudices upon this ac» 
count, becauſe ſo many are engaged to one 
another in the Band of Matrimony, who 


ſtand related in the Degree of Cen Ger- | 


mans, or at leaſt, that they ſhould be fo 
prejudiced, as that this Prejudice of theirs 
ſhould be incurable, when the Principles I 
have laid down are ſuch, that they ſerve e- 
very whit as well ro confirm the Marriages 
already 
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already conſummate by bodily Knowledge, 
as to prevent thoſe which are not yet en- 
tered into, or thoſe which being ſolemni- 
zed in the face of the Church, have not 

et received their final Conſummation ; the 

eaſon is this. It is forthe Intereſt of Man- 
kind, that Friendſhips ſhould be ſpread as 
far as may be, and that the Concerns and 
Intereſts of many.men ſhould be as much as 
may be, perplexed and entangled into one 
another, that ſo the ſame common Hopes, 
and Fears, and Ends, and Deſires, may pro- 
duce an Harmony in Aſlection, and a com- 
mon Band of Unity and Peace ; and I ſhall 
make it appear evidently to the World in a 
very little time, that the Amorites were not 
only deſtroyed by a Supernatural Judgment, 
but by this natural Cauſe and Reaſon allo, 
that being ſo guilty as they were of ince- 
ſtuous Copulations , their Friendſhips and 
their Intereſts were confined within fo 
ſmall a compaſs, and they were ſo divided 
among themſelves, that they became an 
eaſie Prey to the Conqueror, and were di- 
vided into ſo many petty Principalitics, 
each of which was no better than one pret- 
ty large Family; that what was faid of 
the Britains, when Ceſar made a deſcent 
upon this Iſland with his victorious Legions, 


} was true, of them; Dam Arguli pugnant , 
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aniverſt vincuntur; and I defire it may be 
conſidered, if, as the Amorites were uſed al- 
ways to Marry within ſo narrow a compals, 
which was the true reaſon of all thoſe pet - 
ty Principalities in ancient times, when 
Abraham with his one Family was not on- 
ly called a Confederate of four Kings, but 
as appcars by the event of the ſtory, was 
in power and ſtrength ſuperior to Five, ar.d 
yet could not muſter above three hundred 
men; I ſay, if as the Amorites and other 
ancient Nations were uſed co Marry within 
theſe narrow limits, fo now it ſhould be 
the univerſal Practice ſor all men to Marry 
no farther oft than Ces Germans, or ſe- 
cond Confins , it is very caſie to perceive 
how this would untie the ſtraiteſt Bands of 
Human Society, which begin in Genera- 
tion, and are propagated firſt by Conſan- 
guinity, and then by Marriage ; neither are 
there any Friendſhips ſo truſty, nor any In- 
rereſts in the common Practice ot the 
World that may fo fatcly be relied upon, 
as thoſe which depend by Conſanguinity 
upon Obligations ot Nature, or by Aſſinity 
upon the Matrimonial Contract ; and it we 
ſhould ſuppoſe all Familics to marry with- 
in themſelves, he muſt be blind that cannot 
ſee, that there would be almoſt ſo many di- 
vided and diſagreeing Intereſts in the World, 
and 
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and that there would be no end of E- 
ternal Feuds and Quarrels between one 
Clan or Head of a Family and his Depen- 
dants, and another ; whereas, if you mix 
theſe Families together, ſo as ſuppoſe 
there be twenty Perſons allyed to one ano 
ther in the Degree of Cou/in Germans be- 
longing to two leveral Families, Ten of each, 
they ſhall marry the Ten Males into Ten 
new Families with which they had no Con- 
ſanguinity or Athnity before, and the Ten 


Females likewiſe into Ten others, and if 


you take in the external Dependances by 
Trade, or Friendſhip, or Obligation of all 
theſe two and twenty Families, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that here mult needs be a very great, 
nay, an alwoſt incredible advantage 
given to Friendſhip and Socicty among 
men, whereas on the contrary, it rhete 
Twenty perſons ſhall intermarry with one 
another, being ſuppoled to Le C Ger- 
mans, they acquire no new luteteſt or De- 
pendance by this Marriage; and as being 
Couſin German, being removed only Ly their 
immediate reſpective Parents trom the com- 
mon head of the Family, this is a joyning 
the very firſt partings of Nature, and a 
return into the common Parent by thoſe 
who are ſo nearly related by Conſanguinity 


to him, that all that can be truly atirmed 


ot 
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of their diſtance, is, that t are not 
immediately deſcended from his Loyns. 
And this, inſtead of begetting Love in 
the World, does in reality produce ; 
tor when there is ſo — Reaſon why they 
ſhould Marry farther oft, and ſo plain a 
natural Demonſtration, that it is exceeding- 
ly to the Prejudice of Mankind for them 
to intermarry with one another, if after this 
they ſhall yet notwithſtanding do it, this 
looks exactly as it it were ſome Grudge or 
averſion which they have taken inwardly 
againſt all other Kindreds or Families, but 
their own; and whoever will give himſelf 
the leifure of revolving in his mind, not 
only the ſtrength of this Demonſtration, 
winch is unanſwerable, but alſo the Propor- | 
tion in which the Marriage of Couſin Ger- 
mans is prejudicial to Mankind, will ma- 
niſeſtly diſcern, that it is naturally unlaw- 
tul, it that be the true meaſure of the Laws 
of Nature, which I have aſſigned, that t 
are all founded in the Intereſt of Mankind; 
and at leaſt thus much muſt of neceſſity be 
ranted, that it hath the ſame Reaſon of 
ing forbidden, for which all Human Laws 
e do ſorbid any thing in the World ; for theſe 
Laws in all their Prohibitions, as well as 
in whatſoever they command, do conſider 
nothing but the Intereſt of Human Society, 
and 
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and the Welfare of thoſe people that are 
to obey. 

Philo Judew in his Excellent Treatiſe 
de Legibus ſpecialibus founds all the Prohi- 
bitions of the Law of Moſes upon the Jnte- 
reſt of Human Society; and ſo does the Ci- 
vil Lw of Rome, as may be ſeen in the In- 
ſtitutes of Tuſt inian , and in the Digeſts 
themſelves under the Title de Ritz Nuptia- 
rum, as I could prove more largely, it bre- 
vity were not the thing at which I now 
aim ; and for this Reaſon, as well by the 
Jewiſh, as the Roman Law, the latter of 
which I can evidently prove, as to theſe 
Caſes, was borrowed from the former, as 
hath already been taken notice by Mr. Scl. 
den and other Learned men, and as it 
might eaſily be proved by a particular in- 
duction; I ſay, as well by the Jewiſe, as 
the Roman Law, Aftnities were forbidden 
to the ſame Degrees, that Conſanguinities 
were, and the Koman Laws were ſo tender, 
which I believe was likewiſe borrowed tron 
the Jews, tor they had likewiſe ſuch a thing 
as Adoption among them, that an adoptive 
Child was looked upon as a real one, and a 
man could no more Marry his adoptive 
Daughter than his own; the Reafon was, 
becauſe by Adoption and Afﬀtnity men were 


taken into that Family into which they 


were 
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were adopted, or to which they were al. 
lyed by Marriage, and ſo they were all look- 
ed upon as Contederates one with another, 
and rheretore tor the Intereſt of Human So- 
ciety, and for the enlarging of Friendſhips 
among men; it was more reaſonable that 
they mould ſeek abroad tor new Dependan- 
ces and new Relations, than that they 
ſhould intermarry at home with one ano- 
ther; and by that means ſhut up their Inte- 
reſt in a more narrow compats, when it was 
capable of being farther ſpread to the great 
Benefit and Advantage ot Human Lite. 

It is likewiſe further to be obſerved in this 
caſe, that the Egyprians, though otherwiſe 
a people hated by God, or at lealt torſaken 
and abandon'd by him, though the Divine 
Nature be in it felt impaſlible, are no where 
charged with any inceſtuous Crime, no 
more are the Philiſt ines or Moabites, or the 
Sons of Ammon, or of Amalet, the Tyri- 
ans, or the Sidonians ; and it is well known, 
that all theſe were potent and formidable 
Nations, whereas the Amorites by con- 
fining their Intereſts within fo tmall a com- 
paſs, were a Prey to their Enemies, and to 
one another; and I can turther make it un- 
queſtionably appear our of Zſchbylus his 
mis, That the Marriage of Confrn Germans 
was generally held to be unlawtul and de- 
teſtable all over the Eaſt. It 
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If you demand further of me, how far 
theſe Prohibit ions extended? I anſwer, that as 
it was for the Intereſt of Mankind, that new 
Friendſhips ſhould be made by Marriage, ſo 
likewiſe both Gratitude and Intereſt would 
require, that the old ones ſhould not be for- 


gotten, and that this was the Practice of 


the ancient Mortals, appears from a Paf- 
ſage of St Auſtine in his de Civitate Dei: 
Fuit antiquis patribus religioſæ cure, nt ip- 
fa propinquitas ſe paulatim propatinum or- 
inithus dirimens , longizs abiret , ac pro- 
pinquitas eſſe defiſteret, eam nondum longe 
pofitam rurſus Matrimonii vinculo colligare 


& quodammodo revocare fugientem. And if 


you ſhall ſtill further continue to demand, 
what the true Barrier and Boundary of theſe 
Prohibitions was? I anſwer, That it was 
Secondc out, who were called by the 7 a- 
tines, Sobrini quaſt Sororini or Sororum filii,to 
intimate, that fo far they were looked upon 
as Brothers and Siſters, and were prohibited 
to Marry with one another, as I thall make 
it in due time undeniably to appear, by 
comparing the Capitalars of Charlemagne 
which are now Light Hundred years old, 
with the Laws ot the Ancient Wrfgotbs, 
and with the Practice of the Jews and Ro- 


many. 


But 
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But though the Prohibition were extend- 
ed generally thus far over all the Eaſt, yet 
it was more obligatory to the Jews than to 
any other Nations, grey — 
Commerce with any of the 1 Na- 
tions, and being always at enmity with 
them. they had the more need of a finda 
Friendſhip and good Underſtanding be- 
rween themſelves ; and if the Obligation 
were ſo ſtrict to the Jews, it is ſtill more ſo 
to all Chriſtian people, becauſe the 

of the Goſpel is Peace, and the Improves 
ment of Charity and good Nature 

men; but it is ſtill of the greateſt and 
indiſpenſable Obligation ot all to this part 


of Chriſtendom, and to theſe unhappy times 


into which we are fallen, wherein almoſt 
every man is at Enmity with his Neighbour; 
that tor the compoſing mens minds, and for 
the allaying their Animoſuies by theCareſles 
of Love,men ſhouldMarry at a goodDiſtance 
from themſelves into a new Intereſt, and a 
new Dependance, and that the ſeveral Parties 
and Factions ſhould intermarry with 
another, which added ro a vigorous Exe- 
cution of the Laws with a conſtant and i 
—— Juſtice by the Civil Power, is pro- 
bly the only way to allay our Heats 
Diviſions, and to bring us all to a more cha- 
ritable Senſe and Underſtanding of o 
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mother. And I am humbly of Opinion, 
that among all the wiſe Laws by which 
the Roman was governed, and was by 
—— brought to that he ighth of Great- 
and ot Power, there was none that 
contributed ſo largely to that effect, as that 
Law which was by the great Wiſe 
dom and Policy of one of the Tribunes , 
de Mgritandis Ordinibus, whereby the Pa- 
tricii and the Plebeii, who were before at 
Mortal Jarrs, were made intermarriageable 
with one another, which was a very natu- 
ral Expedient of calming and compoſing the 
Diſt „Which the Animoſitics and 
mutual Reſentments of the two Factions 
had created. And Ido further propoſe it to 
your moſt ſcrious and impartial Conſidera- 
noa, that it would have been impoſſible 
the Reman Empire ſhould ever have arri- 
ved at that greatneſs, that it ſhould ever 
have been fo ſtrong, and ſo compatted at 
home, or ſo formidable abroad, had not 
theſe Matrimonial Prohibitions been eſla- 
bliſbed by their Laws and Cuſtoms, to make 
the Cement of Society more ſtrong and la- 
ſting;ſothat ſince I have already laid it down 
as a certain Truth, that the Prohibitions a- 
mong the Jews and Romans were the ſame, 
all the ion is, Whether Coufm Germans 
were included in the Roman Prohibition, 
which 
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which I will prove they were, out of a Paſ- 
ſage in Plutarch in his Queſtiones Romane , 
and out of a Fragment of 7//p/an publiſhed 
by Pythew, inthe Author of the Collati- 
ons of the Moſaic and Roman Laws, and out 
of the Digelts of J»ſtinian, under the Ti- 
tle de Ritu Nuptiarum, and that this Pro- 
hibition extended ſtill further to Second 
Coulins, Iwill make it very highly proba» 
ble from a Paſſage in Athenew. 

There are other natural Reaſons, which 
may be aſſigned why the Marriage of Cow 
fin Germans is unlawtul, and which I do 
now purpoſely omit, that I may not de 
tain you too long from your Occaſions; but 
yet however ſince the main Reaſon, and 


ſince all the Kealons that can be aſligned,are\ 


founded in the Intereſt of Human Society, 
it is as much for that Intereſt, that all the 
Marriages of this Nature already conſum- 
mate by carnal Knowledge, ſhould ſtand 
good and indiſſoluble, as that all fuch Mar- 
riages ſhould, de futuro, be hindred; nay; 
rather more, becauſe the Inconveniency 
which the Diſſolution of ſuch Marriages 
would produce, would be ſo ſuddain and fo 
preſent, as well as ſo great, by branding fo 
many Families or their Deſcendents with 
ignominious Names, and by puniſhing them 
with other legal Inconvemiences tothe in- 
finite 
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finite Detriment and Confuſion of the Ci- 
vil State; whereas, as to the time to come, 
theſe Marriages having had their ultimate 
and final Contummaticn in the Bed, are va- 
lid upon the ſame Reaſons for which they 
were naturally prohibited before, which na- 
tural Inconveniency not having been com- 
puted by the Parties concerned ; nay more, 
having been told by all the Lawyers 
ey Divines, That it was Lawful, certain- 
ly men that have not leifure to make a par- 
ticular enquiry themſelves, may very well 
be excuſed; and they are fo art om having 
any need to bluſh, hart have done — 
thing, but what any honeſt and good man 
5 ſame Circumſtances would have 
done;neither do I ſo much blame the Divines, 
nor the Lawyers neither, who in ſuch Caſes 
are uſed to follow one another ; and the 0« 
pinion of one great man, as, — eſt 
errare, is uſually the meaſure by which 
all . beſides that, they are 
therefore alſo the more to be excuſed , be- 
cauſe what they have determined in this 
Caſe, was out of Charity and good Will, 
that they might not create Diſturbance 
l (ough that according to theſe Principles 
need not have done ) in the Common- 
emiwecalth, and becauſe _ went upon that 
Prin- 
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e Principle, of (a) C] in the Civil 


— 1 Law, ſemper in dali benxuroru preferen- 
RT 45 ler ef N Paulin J. 16. ad — 
(91>. 179- I 3Bertas omnibus Yebus favorabilior off ; and 
(c)1b. 192, Of (e) Marcellus l. 29. Digeftorum. In re da- 
bid benigniorem interpretationem ſequi non 
minus juſtius eft quam tut ias; who hkewiſe 
tells us in another place, i» ebſcurd wolum- 
tate manumittentis favendum oft Libertati 
(416/143, (d). The meaning of all which, is plain 
this,, That the Nature and Defign of al 
Laws, being to put a reitrame human 
Liberty, they are conſtantly to be expoun- 
ded in the moſt favourable ſenſe, becauſe 
to do otherwiſe, would be to put a greater 
Reſtraint upon thoſe, to whom the Law 
was given, then was perhaps intended by 
the Lawgiver himſelt ; and i men from the 
hin and unavoidable Signiftcation of 
ords , will have recourſe ro what they 
may poſlibly ſigniſie, or to the poſſible in- 
tention of aw-maker in them ; this 
fiibility ofTatention or Interpretation, is a 
thing of fo great Latitude, as makes the 
Signification of every Law uncertain, and 
conſequently under pretence of laying #s 
greater Obligation _ men, it leaves 
them under none at all. 


Bur 
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Bot Ido humbly conceive, that in this cafe 
theſe Rules are not concerned: Firſt, becauſe 
it is by no means a doubtful Caſe, for I of- 
fer to demonſtrate as plainly as Demonſtra- 
tion it ſelf, That Ceaſ Germans were inclu- 
ded within the Levitical Degrees; and only 
to mention that Caſe now, becauſe I cannot 
ſtay to inſiſt ſo long upon it, as I intend to 
do hereafrer, I athrm that the Inſtance of 
the Daughters of Zelepbebad does ſuffici- 
ently prove it. 

For that being a Diſpenſation in a parti- 
cular Caſe it is manifeſt, that no particular 
Diſpenſation ought in its Conſequence to 
be extended further, than the reaſon for 
which it was procured, which being only 
for the better Preſervation of the Moſaical 
Partition of Inheritances in the ſame Fami- 
ly and Line, it cannot be lawful in choſe 
places where the ſame fort of Partition, to- 

ether with a Deſign to preſerve it to Po- 
Keriey, does not obtain; and this is a Rule 
of Dian, — propter neceſſitatem recepta 
fant, non debent in argumentum trahi; and it 
is likewiſe another common ſaying among 
the Lawyers, exceptio firmat regulam in 
ww exceptis; ſo that this being a Diſpenſa- 
tion in a particular Caſe, it is maniteſt, that 


* ought not to be extended further than 
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that particular exigence for which it was 


Beſides that had it been Lawful be- 
fore, being fo as it was for the 
Preſervation ay the Moſaical Partition , 
— was the Deſign of ſo Laws, 

ſt — ly, that a- 
— Return of Land, in caſe of 
Mortgage, at the — of Jubilee, u 
which Laws I cannot now ſtay to inſiſt; 
— — for all this, Meſes and the Elders 
ing to determine this Caſe without 
apphing © _— immediately to God 
if, nor ming to act otherwiſe, 
than by Divine — bog this is a De- 
monſtration that it was a new caſe, and 
that it was not lawful before ; for that which 
was not only lawful in it felt, but alſo ex- 
— nay, neceſſary to the great end of 
o many of the Jewiſh Laws, which was to 
erve the Inheritances in their proper 
ſe and Line, might certainly have been 
done cither by the private choice of the 
Parties without conſulting Moſes, and much 
more by the Authority 2 Moſes and the 
Elders themſelves, without conſultin — 
voice of God ; which, ſince they di 
do, this is the moſt Emphati and the 
moſt remarkable way that could have been 
con- 
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contrived to ſhew us the Unlawtulneſs of 
the age of Couſin Germans in all or- 
dinary but only in this which was 
peculiar to the Jewiſh State, unleſs you will 
except the Laws of Arbens,which took their 
Copy from thence ; and where the ſame 
Laws were obſerved, and for the fame Reaſon, 
as I have proved more largely in ſome o- 
ther Papers which are now in the Preſs. 

Further, the play of Aſchy/us, which I 
have mention'd, I will prove to all the 
World to have taken its Plot from this 
of Zelopbebad and his — — and there 
the Poet making only a Fiction of the caſe, 
and ſuppoſing the Father to be alive, who 
in the Writings of Moſes, and in the truth 
of the Story, was dead, hath contrived the 
Buſineſs ſo, that his whole Tragedy is but 
one continued Declamation againſt the 
Marriage of Confin Germans, . 
dla #F—mrm;e, becauſe the Father was not 
yet - deceaſed , as the Scholiaſt upon that 
Author does expreſly fay. 

Laſtly, when it is made lawful by the 
Law of Moſes, tor the Brother to raiſe up 
Seed unto the Brother, nay, not only law- 
ful but a Duty, in caſe the elder Brother 
died without Iſſue, ſhall we from thence in- 
fer, that it was lawful in all otlier caſes be- 
C 3 ſides, 
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ſides, notwithſtanding it is expreſly proki- 
bited in the Ei of Leviticun? An 
if a particular Diſpenfation muſt not be ex- 
re in one caſe beyond the reaſon far 
which it was procured, why ſhould it in 2. 
nother ? when, beſides that fuch Marriages 
are forbidden in Leviticus, the general rea- 
ſon why it ought not to be extended to um 
other caſe, is this, that a particulat 'Diſ- 
— in its own nature diſtinguiſhed 
a general Licence, and to extend an 

Grant turther than the reaſon tor which 
was obtained, is to ſay, in eſiect, That 
was obtained for ſuch a reaſon, and it wa 
not obtained for ſuch a reaſon at the ſame 
time, which i a Contradiction. And this, 
beſides the reaſon of the thing, and the O 
pinions of the greateſt Lawyers among the 
. Romans, which have been already produced, 


is ſtill further confirmed by the Authority 
of St. Ambroſe in his Epiſtle to Fates, 
where ſpeaking of 7heodoftius his Prohibi 
tion ot the Marriage ot Conn Germans, 
who yet reſerved to himſelf a Power 
diſpenſing in particular Caſes, as 7; 
ric did atterwards, as may be ſeen by 
Form of the Imperial Diſpenſation in Ca 


odor iu he hath t words: Sed dicis alicai 


relaxatum, verum hoc Legi now prajudicat , 
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goed enim is commune ftatvitur, ei tentwrs 
proficit cui relaxatum videtur TILL. 

But I foreke you will qbiect, that the 
Prohibitiog of Cen Germans is not ex- 
preſly fer down in the Eighteenth of Levi- 
rica, as that of the Brothers Marrying the 
Brothers Wite, in any but the caſe excepted, 
15; to which I anſwer, | 

Firſt, that whether this Prohibition were 
poluively ſet down in Leviticw or no, 
yet this hinders not, but the Lawyers Rule 
concerning Diſpenſations, gue propter ne- 
cut atem reeepia feet , non Aebent in Ame 
mentum trali, may, and ought to rake place 
in this, as well as in any other Inſtance 
whatſoever. Hut ſecondly , I do humbly 
propoſe it as an undeniable Truth, That 
the Marriage ol Ce, Germans is expreſly 

hibited 10 Leviticus it fall ; but it, when 
Har expraſly, men will needs underſtand it 
of ſome one word that does, without a Pe- 
riphraſis, ſigniſie a Confin Ceran; this is 
not to be expected, becauſe there is no ſuch 
word in Z{ebrew, neither does 2 fig 
dite in its firſt gation properly a Conſts 
Carman, bus in genersl, any, whom by rea» 

of too agar (Confanguinuy , it us not 

jul ro Marry, as I can, and will, in my 
larger Papers, ptoye ; but to inſiſt upon this 
* C 4 
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matter now ſo fully as I ought to do, would 
ſpin out my Diſcourſe to too great a length; 
therefore I pals on in the ſecond place to ob- 
ſerve, that this Rule of the Lawyers, that 
all doubrful things are to be interpreted in 
the moſt fa le ſenſe, though it- ſhould 
be applied to the Caſe of Ces Germans, 
yet it would do it no good; for where a 
private and a publick Intereſt interfere with | 
one another, that is always to be inter- 
preted the moſt favourable Senſe, which is 
moſt favourable to the Intereſt of the Pub- 
lick, it being very unreaſonable, that any 
— Me of . — ſhould 
we upon the Spoi the Dam 
ok it, 2 it — — trated, that i 
would be in this Caſe, not only in its ſelf, 
but likewiſe in its example. | 

Again, becauſe it may be objected, that 
the Dammage accruing to the publick, not 
being much, diſcernable nor, from the 
Marriage of Cen Germans, it would be 
unreaſonable to call ſuch Marriages in que- 
ſtion, when the Dammage is ſo little of let- 
ting them alone; and the Inconvenieney 
that would happen from diſturbing them, 
would be ſo great; to this 1 anſwer : Firſt, 
that we cannot eaſily compute what Detri- 
ment hath already been ſuſtained by the 
Mar- 
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Marriages of Couftn Germans , unleſs we 
would tell where they would have Married, 
had not Married one another, nor con- 
ſequently what Friendſhips might have 
been made, nor what Quarrels prevented or 
reconciled ; only of this m General, we are 
certain, thar the odds is great as to point of 
lick Intereſt, and for the Promoting of 
riendſhip and Intereſt among men, be- 
eween the Marriage of Confix Germans, and 
thoſe that are art a further diſtance from 
one another ; and if you ſhall confider with 
your ſelf what a mighty influence the Diſcon- 
tent or Animoſity of one ſingle man may 
ſometimes - have upon the publick Peace; 
no means ought to be neglected, 
by which ſo many Quarrels — be pre- 
vented, ſo many Friendſhips made, and fo 
many Piques and Enmities reconciled. 
Secondly, we are not ſo much to conſi- 
der what real Inconveniency hath actually 
happened, as what would happen, if the 
Marriage of Ces German were univerſal- 
ly practiſed, by dividing Mankind into ſo 
many petty Societies and independent Ca- 
bals, as a man for robbing upon the High- 
way is apprehended and hanged, not becauſe 
be kim It hath done fo great a Dammage 
tothe Publick, but becauſe if this were us 
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niverſally practiſed and permitted „ we 
ſhould- be actually in a ſtate of War, and 
there would be no face of a Common 
wealth any longer; and the fame reaſon 
hotds in Propane Cage Germans, if it 
be true, as 1 have ſaid, that the univerſal 
practiſe of it would deſtroy the State; and 
therctore it aught not to be allowed ina pat 
ticular inſtance, though it had nat been tare | 
bidden by the Law of God, as it is maniſeſi 
KIS. j 
But for thoſe Marriages of this Nature 
that art already conſummazed by the. Ca 
la Carnalu, I am ſo far from diſturbing them, 
that I with them all much joy with al 
my heart, and I ſhould never ,cougt it 6 
Diſparagement, but an Honour, it they 
were otherwiſe vertuqus and good P 
to be deſcended ol ſuch Parents; tor they 
proceeded upon the beft grounds they could, 
they did not underitand the inconvenieney 
that ſuch Marriages bring to the Pyblick ; 
and they had the Concurrence of many 
. Lawyers and Div ines for what they 


id, fo that upon all accounts they are exe 
cuſed, they ought to perſiſt in what they 
have done for the very fame Reaſon for 
which, it they had been further informed 
they ſhould have avoided it before; and 
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what they have done, is ſo far from havi 
any ching d heigous in it, that it is not 
much as an object of Repentance ; and fo 
15 I have ſaid already, I wiſhchem all wich 
all the Reaſon Juſtice in the World, 
much Joy and Comtort in their Conjugal 
Embraces, neither ought it to derive any 
a ge me, that i have thus claboratel 
it my Endeavour to hinder all fuck 
Matches for the Future ; for if be ma- 
nileſtly againſt the Intereſt of Mankind, 
no man ought to be diſpleaſed at me tor do- 
ing that, which is of fo maniteft tendency 
to the Publick Good, and indeed ought ra- 
ther to thank me, that I have thus adven- 
tured at a Critical and dangerous time ro 
ſtemm the Torrent of Prejudice and received 
Opinion, of which there ate bur few men 
that wouldnottave been afraid. and it beſides 
its being prohibited by the Laws o Nature, 
it be likewiſe forbidden by the Scripture 
it ſelf, certainly every man that hath not 
a mind to prockim a War againſt Hcaven, 
muſt at the ſame time of neceſlity be at 
peace with me. 
But whatever the caſe of Private Perſons 
may be, I do allow, that it is a part of the 
natural Prerogative of Princes and Perſons 
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a Cen German, and this I ſpeak without 

Court — ry Deſign, as 
achi following evidently from the Prin- 
ciplesI have laid and of the Natural 
neſs and Eaſineſs of the Conſequence I will 
make my Adverſarics themſelves the 
Judges. 

2 in the firſt it is ſo much ſor the 
intereſt of the Publick, that the mind of a | 
Prince ſhould not be diſcompoſed, and his 
Councells rendred by the di of his 
mind, leſs judicious and ſteady, it is ſo 
great. a Prejudice to the Civil State, that 
the Paſſions of a Prince ſhould be enflamed 
beyond the Bounds of Diſcretion, that 
on the ſame Principle of Publick Intereſt, ; 
it is allowable to him to Marry a Ce Ger- 
man, for which it is forbidden to others; 
and this ſeems to have been the caſe of Re» 
hoboam, who Married a Couſin German. 

Another Reaſon which may make it not 
only lawful, but neceſſary for a Prince or 
apy that have a probable Relation to the 
Crown,to be dif with, is for the peace 
and ſafety of Mankind, for the uniting of 
two great Intereſts together, which might 
otherwiſe be a mutual Nuſance and 
triment to cach other; and this juſtiſies the 
Marriage of his Highneſs the Prince of 

Orange, 
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ly Mary, a hter of England, 

—— is this on —— but it is 
allowed likewiſe by Flemixgius in his O- 
— and by Zepperw in his Excellent 

reatiſe of the vy Zen Laws inthe Caſe of 
Maximilian the Second, Emperour of Ger- 
many, who likewiſe took a Couſin German to 
Wife, at which, notwithſtanding the Luthe- 
ram do CP e it to be lawful, yet 
many were offended at it, asa thing of bad 
E , and ſuch as afforded matter of 
Scandal to the Adverſaries of Religion, and 
to the weak Religioniſts themſelves, from 
which caſe of Maximilians, the Inference is 
eaſie, that if the Latherans were offended 
at it, notwithſtanding they did acknowledge 
it to be barely — then much leſs ought 
it to be allowed in any private Perſon,where 
it can be proved ſo plant to be prohibited 
and unlawful; and ſo much for this time. 
I defire you ſeriouſly to conſider of what I 
have written, and to expect what remains 
with Patience, as well as to judge of this 
with Ingenuity and Candor. 


I am, 
| Sir, Yours. 
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The Harmony of Natural and Pofitioe 
Divine Laws : by Walter Charleton, M. O. 
S vo. 

Two Diſcourſes Introduttory to a Diſgaiſ - 
tion, demonſtrating the Vnlawfulneſs of Mar- 
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ſwer te a late Pemphlet intitule 
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Conftantius the Apoſtate being a ſhort Ac- 
count of bis Life, and the Senſe of the Primi- 
tive Church about bis Succeſron,and their Be- 
hier toward” him, wherein is bens the 
Cnlawfulneſs of excluding the next Heir a 
on the Account of Religgag, and the neceſiity 
of Paſſrve Obedience, a Well ts unlawful Op- 


preſſors,as legal Perſecutors, = a full An- 
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